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could admire, and even emulate, in the western culture
with which the British connexion brought them into contact.
These factors have made it difficult for Indians to unite
against this latest penetration of their country.

It was left to one man
of outstanding character to
devise a means of resistance
which could be effective
against a civilized invader
who was in so many ways a
friend. That man was
MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND
GANDHI, better known all
over the world as 'Mahatma
Gandhi'.

Gandhiji was born in
1869, at Porbandar, one of
the states of Kathiawar, West-
ern India* His father was
prime minister of the neigh-
bouring state of Rajkot. It
was decided that he should
become a lawyer, and when
he was 19 years old he sailed

for England to' pursue his studies in law. In London he
met Mrs Besant, the well-known Theosophist leader who was
deeply interested in Indian philosophy. She, among others,
influenced him to make a closer study of the teachings of his
own religion, Hinduism, as well as those of others. He found
that the ideas of Count Tolstoy, the Russian reformer, who
believed in literally following Christ's teaching of * turning
the other cheek * and returning good for evil to an offender,
agreed closely with his own inclinations.

He was called to the Bar in 1891 and in the same year
returned to India where he set up as a barrister. In 1893
the opportunity came to him which proved the turning*
point in his life. A big Indian mercantile firm, Messrs
Dada Abdulla and Co., traders in Natal, South Africa, had
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